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     For all who attended the 44th annual 
conference, we at ConnTESOL would like to 
sincerely thank you. We recorded over 300 
educators in attendance at the Crowne Plaza in 
Cromwell, CT. ConnTESOL members were 
treated to an excellent keynote address by 
Kenji Hakuta, professor at Stanford University 
and author of  Mirror of  Language: The Debate on 
Bilingualism. Dr. Hakuta discussed the 
challenges English learners have faced 
historically and are facing now with the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS)as well 

as the Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS). Preceding the keynote, we were 
pleased to introduce our scholarship recipients: 
Rattana Hunter, Katia Ruesta, and Keidy 
Garcia. These students were each awarded a 
$1000 scholarship to help fund their future or 
their educational endeavors. This year’s 
conference offered over 18 workshops ranging 
from the Common Core State Standards’ 
affects on English learners to using fine art to 
develop vocabulary.  

Joshua Giannone 
Editor



2014 Conn TESOL Scholarship Recipients 
     Standing behind a podium and facing a 

crowd of  over 300 strangers, three brave 

women regaled the membership of  

ConnTESOL with their stories; each 

captivating and passionate. Each woman’s 

account reflected Federico Fellini’s timeless 

words: “A different language is a different 

vision of  life.” 

    Katia Ruesta began with an anecdote 

which underscored the state of  medical 

care in Peru at the time of  her birth. It was 

the tale of  her birth, passed down from her 

father, where he explained that “he had to 

go up and down the stairs of  Peru’s 

hospitals buying all the medicines and tools 

for my birth to be successful, just because 

the hospital budget was short.” Katia 

informed us about the difficulties 

encountered by pregnant women in Peru, 

citing that they “are the most affected 

because their care in that period of  time is 

extensive and expensive.”  

     The story then cut to Katia’s arrival into 

an English speaking community, which had 

its own subtitle “No hablo ingles.” Here, 

she remembered the struggle which many 

ELs face on a day-to-day basis: being 

unable to perform well in content area 

classes, due to their “broken English.” She 

remembered the burning impact that an 

Earth Science test had on her, making her 

feel incompetent and defeated as if  “I 

would never be able to learn the language 

at all.” Unsurprisingly, her ESL teacher 

“helped to understand that learning a 

language is a long process, and that I had 

just started it.”  

     Now a senior in high school, Katia feels 

that she has “all the necessary tools to 

confront this next step and even longer 

challenges ahead.” Katia’s hope is to give 

back by becoming an “OB/GYN because I 

want to contribute to the world more 

healthy women and more healthy future 

moms who will not have to experience all 

the stress that my parents had to go 

through on the day of  my birth.” In her 

quest to give back, Katia exemplifies the 

understanding that “A different language is 

a different vision of  life.” 

“To serve the Teachers of English to Speakers Of the Languages and their students.”2



     Another scholarship winner, 

Rattana Hunter, shared with us 

her own understanding of what 

Fellini meant. Rattana, who was 

born in Thailand, lost her father 

when she was only 13; yet this 

did not stop her family from 

having a strong belief in the 

importance of education. 

Rattana’s mother impressed upon 

her that “your treasure is your 

education” - words which she has 

ultimately come to live by. 

Rattana shared with the audience 

that she was “diligent, fun, and 

helpful,” insisting that she “was 

always at the top of the class in 

grade school.”  

     It was this, she explained, that 

allowed her to go to “the top 

university in Thailand.” Through 

dedication and hard work, 

Rattana found herself in 

leadership positions at the 

university within a few years.  

     While attending University, 

Rattana reflected on how she 

had studied English since she 

was five, but at 20 years old, she 

was still unable to communicate 

with English-speaking tourists. 

This wake-up call spurred 

Rattana to change many things, 

one of  which was her job. 

Rattana “applied for a job as a 

teacher assistant at an 

international school in 

Thailand,” and went on to feel 

“that language is the most 

important thing that makes the 

world smaller, and develops 

such a beautiful relationship.” 

Her moving to the US as an Au 

Pair also helped, as she was able 

to “exchange our cultures, Thai 

and American.”  
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     The CT RESC Alliance or 
the Connecticut Regional 
Education Service Centers aid 
districts through various 
initiatives and programs. There 
are six RESC’s in the state of  
Connecticut. They include 
Education Connection, C.E.S., 
CREC, LEARN, EastCONN, 
and ACES.  
     To learn which Educational 
Service Center your district 
belongs to, visit the RESC 
Alliance’s website: 
rescalliance.org. Administrators 
as well as classroom teachers can 
benefit from the services these 
RESCs offer. According to their 
website, opportunities for 
professional development, 
training, and coaching are 
available. In particular, they offer 
training in differentiated 
instruction and assisting English 
Learners.  
     The RESC Alliance serves all 
educators across the state. 
     Districts and programs 
ranging from early childhood 
education to adult education can 
benefit from their programs. 
RESCs offer instructional 
services to teachers as well as 
administrative services for the 
districts as a whole.

The Connecticut 
RESC Alliance
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     Four years later, Rattana is no longer a girl 

who is afraid to speak English, instead she is “a 

lady who is ready to study by using only 

English” while attending college in the United 

States.  

     While language, for some students, has the 

potential to derail plans of  higher education, so 

too can unexpected life plans; Keidy Garcia was 

staring down the barrel of  both. From a young 

age, Keidy’s family instilled in her the devotion 

to education, while even her “grandmother 

valued education and talked about how 

important is was for me to attend high school.” 

When Keidy was only three years old, her father 

traveled to the United States from Honduras, in 

order to work. Two years later, Keidy’s mother 

followed to the United States, and left Keidy in 

the care of  her grandmother and cousins. Her 

cousins too supported her in her education, as 

she explained “they were always there to support 

me and push me to continue studying.” 

     In 2010, like her family before her, Keidy 

made the move to the United States, where she 

heeded the words of  her grandmother, and was 

enrolled in high school. She explained to us that 

“I was at my English learner classmate’s 

graduation from Middletown High School,” and 

for her, this day was dually important; Keidy had 

fulfilled her grandmother’s wish to successfully 

complete high school, and she had also just 

found out that she was pregnant. The ceremony 

struck her, as she realized that continuing 

education was “my responsibility as a daughter, 

student, and mother,” despite her only having 

been in the United States for four years. She 

insists that “learning English has given me a 

different vision of  life,” claiming that English is 

what helped her “acknowledge that where you 

come from is not nearly as important as where 

you are going.” 

      Keidy overcame numerous obstacles to make 

it to the Crowne Plaza on October 25th; she 

believed in her education as a child in Honduras, 

traveled to the United States and studied at an 

English-speaking high school, and finally, 

overcoming the leading reason for drop-out 

rates among female teens – pregnancy. Surely, 

Keidy has shown us what motivation can achieve 

with education, with language, and with life.

Mitch Peterson 
Editor
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