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The greatest obstacle to 
international 
understanding is the 
barrier of language.
- Christopher Dawson

The ConnTESOL is proud to 
announce our 2016 Annual 
Conference keynote speaker: 

Dr. Sonia Nieto. 

Dr. Nieto is the 
author of several 
books, including her 
2003 publication, 
"What Keeps Teachers 
Going?",  her 1992 
book, "Affirming 
Diversity: The 
Sociopolitical Context 
of Multicultural 
Education," and up to 
her most recent 2015 
addition, "Brooklyn 
Dreams: My Life in Public Education." 
Dr. Nieto's books are often employed 
to address common public 
educational inequities which have 
been cause of concern for educators 
for decades: systemic racism,  
inequality, and other factors which 
restrict the success of students. 

Many education institutions 
throughout the country utilize her 
work, "Affirming Diversity," in their 
pre-service teacher programs. Dr. 
Nieto has authored or edited a total 

of eleven books in her impressive 
career. 

In addition to her 
authorship,  Dr. Nieto is 
University of 
Massachusetts Amherst 
School of Education 
Professor Emerita. 
Through the College of 
Education, she teaches 
classes aimed towards of 
Language, Literacy, and 
Culture (LLC).  

Dr. Nieto has received 
various awards for her 
academic research and 
work in the field of 

education such as the Wits-Claude 
Distinguished Scholar through the 
University of Witwatersrand located 
in Johannesburg, South Africa. With 
such an accomplished resume, the 
ConnTESOL is delighted to host  Dr. 
Sonia Nieto at our 46th Annual 
Conference! 

                              - Joshua Giannone

                                Editor

The Connecticut Aff il iate of the National TESOL Association 
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For more information on Dr. Sonia Nieto, please visit her personal 
website, www.sonianieto.com. 

Picture from Sonianeito.com

ConnTESOL@Gmail.com

or via email, at 

 2016

http://ConnTESOL.org
http://www.sonianieto.com/


Megan Alubicki Flick is the ESL/Bilingual Consultant at the Connecticut State 
Department of Education. In this role, she manages the Title III and state bilingual 
grants, provides guidance and technical assistance regarding English learners and 
helps to plan and carry out professional development related to English learners. 
Prior to this position, she served as an ESL teacher for Hartford Public Schools. 
She has taught in Finland as an American-Scandinavian Foundation fellow and 
carried out language policy and educational research in Belgium and Sweden as a 
Fulbright Fellow. She holds a M.S. and certification in TESOL/Applied Linguistics, 
and a Sixth Year Diploma and certification in Educational Administration.

CONNTESOL BOA RD M EM BER SPOTLIGHT: M EGA N A LUBICK I FLICK

CONNECTICUT ENGLISH LANAGUAGE PROFIIENCY STANDARDS 

Comprehending CELP and Understanding Usability

CONNTESOL BOA RD M EM BER SPOTLIGHT: BRA DLEY M A NWA RING

                                 by Elizabeth Tavares, Danbury Public Schools           

Let?s look at an example: 

A teacher can easily see what an EL can do, depending on their proficiency level, and determine how 
much support and/or prompting they will need.                 

Additionally, the K-12 Practice Matrix shows the correspondences between the CELP standards and 
various content area practices (math, science, social studies, and English language arts).  The Linguistic Supports 
section provides an enormous amount of hyperlinks, which take the reader to resources and strategies that can 
be used in the classroom. The inclusion of a glossary and acronym key makes this document accessible to all 
educators and administrators, even those not familiar with TESOL. 

For the complete CELP Standards, click here or scan the QR 
code to the right.

How can ELs cite text evidence if they can?t read or write in English? How can I be expected to teach my 
content if a student does not speak English?  Since the adoption of the Common Core Standards, educators have 
been struggling with questions such as these.  They wonder how their ELs can meet the demands of those 
rigorous standards.  The Connecticut State Department of Education has released new English language 
standards to address these very questions. 

 The CELP (Connecticut English Language Proficiency) standards provide a valuable resource for TESOL 
and content teachers alike.  CELP is comprised of 10 standards, which are closely aligned to the CCS 
(Connecticut Core Standards).  It then provides research-based guiding principles for the standards.  The bulk of 
the document provides the reader with learning progressions and proficiency descriptors by grade level and by 
standard. 
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Teacher-led small groups are one of the most 
effective methods of differentiated instruction, 
allowing a teacher to meet with a handful of students 
to address a misconception, fil l in an academic gap, or 
provide enrichment for high-flyers.  All grade levels 
and types of students benefit from small group 
instruction; this includes our language learners. 
Teachers can rely on their instincts to recognize 
student learning needs and pull a small group 
on-the-spot. While these ?impromptu? small groups 
are often an effective way to redirect student learning, 
making time to thoughtfully plan the content of small 
group instruction holds even more potential for 
high-volume student learning.

Pre-plan Small Group Instruction:

Reflect on formative assessments such as exit 
tickets, homework, classwork, and anecdotal 
observations of student learning to knowledgeably 
organize students into groups of five or less based on 
their instructional needs. All students in the same 
small group should have similar struggles, 
misunderstandings, or need for enrichment.

With this need in mind, generate an objective 
for what your small group will accomplish in the 
10-17 minutes that you meet with them. Design a 
short warm-up activity (three minutes or less) to 
prime students to tackle this objective. This warm-up 
activity can be independent or collaborative, 
depending on the objective and student learning 
styles. Next, prepare the direct instruction for your 
small group. This is the real meat of your mini-lesson 
wherein you provide lots of guided practice, and 
perhaps, examples and non-examples of the skill 
students are working on. As you plan, be sure to 

intentionally insert opportunities for you to provide 
immediate and specific feedback to each student in 
your group; this is where small group instruction 
really draws its instructional impact. Finally, 
brainstorm and list questions and/or tasks that you 
will use to evaluate whether the individuals in the 
small group mastered the objective.  This will help 
you determine any necessary future support.

A succinct way to remember the sequence of small 
group instruction activities is:

1.     Share your objective with the small group:  
Keep student learning focused!

2.     Quick Warm-Up Activity: Prime students 
for impactful learning.

3.     Direct Instruction/Guided Practice: Design 
multiple opportunities for students to practice and 
receive individual feedback.

4.     Leave students with esteem and an 
expectation: Explicitly identify student successes that 
you observed during the small group.  Leave students 
with a specific action step or goal, clarifying when you 
will check in with students about their progress 
towards that goal/action.

Small group instruction has the power to 
elevate student learning at an accelerated rate by 
providing students with exactly what they need in 
order to progress. As you teach, continue to address 
student needs ?in the moment? but also take steps to 
supercharge your small group instruction with 
data-based grouping and pre-planned mini-lessons 
with the tips described above!

ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE TEACHER-LED SMALL GROUP

Elements of an Effective Teacher-led Small Group

Bradley Manwaring started his career in TESOL 10 years ago on a chance to 
go abroad. He taught EFL in South Korea for two years before coming back to 
Connecticut to pursue an MA in TESOL. After becoming a Connecticut 
certified TESOL teacher, Bradley began working in the Hartford Public School 
District.  Bradley is actively involved in helping others learn English. He works 
at Kennelly School and teaches an ESL class for international deaf students 
from the U.A.E. at Central Connecticut State University. He also participates in 
immersion programs for Korean students.  Bradley Manwaring is dedicated to 
his professional development and advocacy for ESL student success.

CONNTESOL BOA RD M EM BER SPOTLIGHT: BRA DLEY M A NWA RING
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ConnTESOL Conference: Saturday, October 22, 2016 

at Sheraton Hartford South 

100 Capital Blvd, Rocky Hill, CT 06067 

Our ConnTESOL Conference is a forum for exchanging information to help our students acquire English 
Language Proficiency. We welcome innovative presentations from teachers, program administrators, 
facilitators, and any others who are involved with immigrant, refugee, bilingual or English Learner student 
populations. Please email us with any questions at conntesol@gmail.com 
ConnTESOL Values: 

- professionalism in language education 
- individual language rights 
- accessible, high-quality education 
- collaboration in a global community 
- interaction of research and reflective practice for educational improvement 
- respect for diversity and multiculturalism

The 46th Annual ConnTESOL Conference:  

Lifelong Learning for Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Populations
Keynote Speaker: Sonia Nieto 

Find out more about her work http://www.sonianieto.com/ 

***** Deadline for applications is June 30, 2016 *****

***** We will only be accepting proposals via the link at the end of this document.  *****

Each presentation proposal includes one organizer. Each presentation proposal includes one organizer 
and one additional presenterThe roles and responsibilities are as follows: 

- Organizer/presenter teams must register for the convention. (ConnTESOL does not reimburse 
expenses, e.g., registration, travel, hotel, meals, and additional audiovisual equipment, etc.). 
Presenters (up to 2 per session) are eligible for a discount on ConnTESOL Conference admission. 

(Continued on page 5)

?To serve the Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages and their students.?

2016 CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Call for Proposals 
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- Organizer/presenter and any co-presenters are expected to engage the session audience, rather than simply 
reading a scripted presentation or slides. 

- Refrain from changing the conceptual content of the session as described in the proposal abstract and 
description after the proposal has been accepted, unless you have contacted the conference chairs.

- Audiovisual (AV) Equipment- ConnTESOL provides an LCD projector, speakers, and screen free of charge in 
each session room. Presenters must provide a dongle/adapter, if needed, for your specific computer. 

-  The organizer/presenter will communicate in a timely manner with their co-presenter, the status of the 
proposal and other information sent by ConnTESOL.The organizer must also inform ConnTESOL Conference 
Chairs when a presenter?s contact information or status changes. A presenter will present a one-hour 
session at the ConnTESOL Conference. The presenter?s name and institution will appear in the program. 
ConnTESOL will communicate with organizers about the status of proposals and session details. Presenters 
should remain in contact with organizers and vice versa.

Suggested areas of topics may include:

- Academic Vocabulary  

- Accessibil ity to 

    Standards-Based  

        Instruction

- Adult Literacy  

- Advocating for ELs and 

    their teachers

- Assessment (formative 

    and summative)

- Bilingual education 

    methodology

- Bilingual education 

    programs

- Biliteracy 

- Blended Learning 

- Career and College 

    readiness  

- Citizenship 

    preparedness  

- Collaboration with 

    general educators

- CT English Language 

    Prof iciency (CELP) 

        Standards

- Culturally Responsive 

    Instruction  

- Developing 

    technological skil ls to 

        empower ELs  

- Elementary education

- ELs in the 21st Century 

- ELs with Special 

    Education needs 

- Grammar, innovative 

    approaches to Higher 

        Education 

- Immigrant issues and 

    needs  

- Inquiry-Based 

    Instruction and ELs

- Intercultural 

    communication

- Interventions and 

    EL/SRBI 

- L2 writ ing  

- Life Skills  

- Long-term ELs 

- Multiculturalism 

- Oral and written 

    academic discourse  

- Parent engagement 

- Program administration  

- Pronunciation  

- Reading and Literacy  

- Secondary education 

- SIOP/Sheltered 

    Instruction   

- SLIFE students 

- Speaking and listening 

- Teacher preparation 

- Workplace and the EL 

http://www.sonianieto.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ConnTESOL/timeline?ref=page_internal
mailto:ConnTESOL@Gmail.com
http://ConnTESOL.org


CALL FOR PROPOSALS (CONT'D)

- Organizer/presenter and any co-presenters are expected to engage the session audience, rather than simply 
reading a scripted presentation or slides. 

- Refrain from changing the conceptual content of the session as described in the proposal abstract and 
description after the proposal has been accepted, unless you have contacted the conference chairs.

- Audiovisual (AV) Equipment- ConnTESOL provides an LCD projector, speakers, and screen free of charge in 
each session room. Presenters must provide a dongle/adapter, if needed, for your specific computer. 

-  The organizer/presenter will communicate in a timely manner with their co-presenter, the status of the 
proposal and other information sent by ConnTESOL.The organizer must also inform ConnTESOL Conference 
Chairs when a presenter?s contact information or status changes. A presenter will present a one-hour 
session at the ConnTESOL Conference. The presenter?s name and institution will appear in the program. 
ConnTESOL will communicate with organizers about the status of proposals and session details. Presenters 
should remain in contact with organizers and vice versa.

Suggested areas of topics may include:

- Academic Vocabulary  

- Accessibil ity to 

    Standards-Based  

        Instruction

- Adult Literacy  

- Advocating for ELs and 

    their teachers

- Assessment (formative 

    and summative)

- Bilingual education 

    methodology

- Bilingual education 

    programs

- Biliteracy 

- Blended Learning 

- Career and College 

    readiness  

- Citizenship 

    preparedness  

- Collaboration with 

    general educators

- CT English Language 

    Prof iciency (CELP) 

        Standards

- Culturally Responsive 

    Instruction  

- Developing 

    technological skil ls to 

        empower ELs  

- Elementary education

- ELs in the 21st Century 

- ELs with Special 

    Education needs 

- Grammar, innovative 

    approaches to Higher 

        Education 

- Immigrant issues and 

    needs  

- Inquiry-Based 

    Instruction and ELs

- Intercultural 

    communication

- Interventions and 

    EL/SRBI 

- L2 writ ing  

- Life Skills  

- Long-term ELs 

- Multiculturalism 

- Oral and written 

    academic discourse  

- Parent engagement 

- Program administration  

- Pronunciation  

- Reading and Literacy  

- Secondary education 

- SIOP/Sheltered 

    Instruction   

- SLIFE students 

- Speaking and listening 

- Teacher preparation 

- Workplace and the EL 

Please complete the GoogleForm to submit your proposal for consideration 
here by June 30, 2016: http://goo.gl/forms/BS5Hs14sU0 5
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Execut ive Commit tee
First  Year Co-Chair: Pam Loh

Second Year Co-Chair: Maggie Stevens Lopez

Recording Secretary: Bradley Manwaring

Treasurer: William Thomas

Membership Secretary: Maria Zampano

Past  Chair: Jocelyn Tamborello-Noble

Representat ives
Adult  Ed. Representat ive: Aileen Halloran

Vocat ional  Educat ion Representat ive: Laura Vega

Bil ingual  Educat ion Representat ive: Pedro Mendia-Landa 

IEP Representat ive: Meg Cooney

Community Col lege Representat ive: Vacant

Eastern Teacher Ed. Representat ive: Vacant

Elementary Ed. Co-Representat ive: Violeta Kovaci & Susan Miller

Higher Ed. Representat ive: Vacant 

Secondary Educat ion Representat ive: Mary Parady

Members-at-Large: David Bruno, Miriam Yeung, Elizabeth Tavares, Marie Salazar Glowski

Mitch Grayson, Glorianne Rusate, Katherine Feltes

Appointed Posit ions
CT Council  of  Language Teachers Liaison:Dorothy Mulford

CT State Department of  Educat ion Representat ive: Megan Alubicki Flick

CT Administ rators of  Programs for ELLs Liaison: Sally Vernaglia

Student  Representat ive: Vacant

Newslet ter Co-Editors: Joshua  Giannone & Mitch Peterson

Webmaster: Jennie Farnell

Advocacy Representat ive: Violeta Kovaci

2015-2016 CONNTESOL BOARD MEMBERS
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2016 CONNTESOL A WA RD OF PROFESSIONA L EX CELLENCE

Cri teria
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ODDS AND ENDS

2016 CONNTESOL A WA RD OF PROFESSIONA L EX CELLENCE

     Starting this year, ConnTESOL will be awarding one qualified TESOL Professional our newly 
designed "ConnTESOL Award of Professional Excellence." This honor is to be chosen, based on 
YOUR opinions. To nominate someone, the following criteria must be met:

   Applicants are evaluated on their ability to:

- Inspire students of all backgrounds and 
abilities to learn

- Participate in continuing professional 
development.

- Create a supportive and encouraging 
learning environment by providing 
quality language instruction based on 

well-articulated theory, philosophy, 
educational research, and best practice.

- Have a positive impact on students and 
colleagues.

- Play an active role in the 
school/community.

- Demonstrate involvement in the field of 
TESOL through membership in a 
professional organization. 

Cri teria
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If you would like to have your professional  work featured in  The 
ConnTESOL Quarterly, please submit your prospective submission 
to conntesol@gmail.com.

Your   AD Here
I f  you're interested in advertising in The ConnTESOL 

Quarterly, 
please contact conntesol@gmai l .com, subject l ine: 

advertising.

http://goo.gl/forms/PJjf79K9hj
mailto:conntesol@gmail.com

