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?Language is the road 
map of a culture. It 
tells you where its 
people come from and 
where they are going.?
?Rita Mae Brown

he TESOL Advocacy and Policy 
Summit was held in Alexandria, 

VA from June 19-21, 2016.  The first 
two days were packed with 
presentations and preparations prior 
to meeting with legislators on the 
Hill on the final day.  Advocating for 
our students and fellow educators at 
the federal level was both thrill ing 
and empowering. The Summit 
prepared me well, and the meetings 
were just the beginning of an 
ongoing connection to our 
legislators in D.C.  I am truly grateful 
for the opportunity to have attended 
and learn more about the needs and 
concerns of our students and 
colleagues, nationally.

The sessions included a 
legislative update, updates on WIOA 

and Initiatives (Workforce Innovation 
and Opportunity) by the Office of 
Career, Technical and Adult 
Education, Addressing WIOA?s 
Threats to Services for Adult English 
Learners by the Migrant Policy 
Institute, Immigration Policy and 
Law from the Migrant Legal Action 
Program, DACA (Deferred Action on 
Childhood Arrivals) and DAPA 
(Deferred Action for Parents of 
Americans) from AFT, ESSA policy 
updates from the US Department of 
Education: Office of Civil Rights and 
Office of English Language 
Acquisition and advocating for 
preparation of all teachers of ELs.  A 
full afternoon was devoted to 
Advocacy Training to prepare us for 
the Hill.
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ConnTESOL Representative, Katherine Feltes,  
Attends the TESOL Advocacy and Policy Summit
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TESOL SUMMIT CONT'D

(Continued on Page 3)

John Segota (left) and David 

Cutler (right) from TESOL 

International, along with 

Katherine Feltes (middle)

?To serve the Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages and their students.?

http://ConnTESOL.org


Teacher Excellence in Your Communities

Applicants are evaluated on their ability to:

     - Inspire students of all backgrounds and abilities to learn.

     - Participate in continuing professional development.

     - Create a supportive and encouraging learning environment by providing quality language 
instruction based on well-articulated theory, philosophy, educational research, and best practice

     - Have a positive impact on students and colleagues.

     - Play an active role in the school/community.

     - Demonstrate involvement in the field of TESOL through membership in a professional 
organization. 

CONNTESOL BOA RD M EM BER SPOTLIGHT: M A GGIE STEVENS LOPEZ
Maggie holds a M.S. in TESOL, Bilingual and Multicultural Education from 
Southern CT State University. In addition, she holds a Master's and Bachelor's 
in Education from UCONN for secondary (7-12) English language arts. After 
10 years of teaching TESOL and bilingual education and language arts in 
New Haven, she left the classroom to pursue other interests; Maggie is 
currently an education specialist at ACES, Professional Development and 
School Improvement, where she provides coaching and professional learning 
around English Learners and other content. Maggie has most recently led the 

CT English Language Proficiency Standards committee for the state, who have been tasked with 
adapting ELP Standards for the state and presenting information and trainings across the state on 
the new CELP Standards. She has a deep belief in the potential of English Learners to be 
successful, provided they have appropriate support systems in place that foster growth and 
individualized instruction and strong conviction in the power of bilingualism. She is a staunch 
advocate for English Learners and their teachers. Maggie is mama to two young sons, who are 
bilingual and visits Mexico yearly to spend time with her husband's family.

CONNTESOL BOA RD M EM BER SPOTLIGHT: M A GGIE (CONT'D)
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The following teacher has been nominated by her peers to be showcased for all of ConnTESOL to see. The 
following teacher has made a huge impact on the lives of her students and peers alike.  In order for a teacher to 
be nominated, they had to adhere to the following criteria: 

ConnTESOL Thanks You!

Mariah Baldner Abatan 
of Meriden Public Schools

To attest to Mariah's character, one of her peers explained that: 

"She is dedicated to her students in making sure that they learn 
to read and write the English language as their second language. 

This teacher has made an impact on her students' lives by 
making sure that they understand what they are learning. She also 
impacts me by showing that she cares about the students.

She teaches the students about what is happening in the world 
around and helps them understand." Photo taken from Linkedin.com

Cont 'd on next  page
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CONNTESOL BOA RD M EM BER SPOTLIGHT: M A GGIE STEVENS LOPEZ

Teacher Excellence in Your Communities (Cont'd)

Maggie holds a M.S. in TESOL, Bilingual and Multicultural Education from 
Southern CT State University. In addition, she holds a Master's and Bachelor's 
in Education from UCONN for secondary (7-12) English language arts. After 
10 years of teaching TESOL and bilingual education and language arts in 
New Haven, she left the classroom to pursue other interests; Maggie is 
currently an education specialist at ACES, Professional Development and 
School Improvement, where she provides coaching and professional learning 
around English Learners and other content. Maggie has most recently led the 

CT English Language Proficiency Standards committee for the state, who have been tasked with 
adapting ELP Standards for the state and presenting information and trainings across the state on 
the new CELP Standards. She has a deep belief in the potential of English Learners to be 
successful, provided they have appropriate support systems in place that foster growth and 
individualized instruction and strong conviction in the power of bilingualism. She is a staunch 
advocate for English Learners and their teachers. Maggie is mama to two young sons, who are 
bilingual and visits Mexico yearly to spend time with her husband's family.

CONNTESOL BOA RD M EM BER SPOTLIGHT: M A GGIE (CONT'D)
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If you know of someone else who makes a difference in the lives of students or educators, 
please take a few minutes of your time to thank them by filling out the ConnTESOL Teacher 
Award of Professional Excellence. 

TESOL Advocacy and Policy Summit (Cont'd from page 1)

- ELs are 4% of the 14-21 year old population, 
but represent 14% of high school dropouts

- The USA has a larger percentage of adults 
who lack numerical and language literacy 
than other industrialized nations

- 40% of adult education students are ELs
- WIOA authorizes expenditures for Integrated 

Literacy and Civic Instruction for ELs and adds 
training and workforce preparation.  Five 
networks have been funded across the 

country for folks working with refugees and 
immigrants

- Minimum wage has not caused a loss of jobs
- 72% of African Americans and Latinos do not 

qualify for the military
- We need to appeal to both the military and 

businesses about the need to promote 
biliteracy and bilingualism to keep jobs in the 
USA

- Head Start is now looking for dual language 
curriculum

Some key take-aways from the summit:
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Three current bills are before the House impacting our population: 
(From the TESOL Talking Points 2016) 

TESOL Advocacy and Policy Summit (Cont'd from page 3)

- H.R. 2794 Strengthen and Unite Communities with Civics Education and English Development Act of 
2015 introduced by Rep. Mike Honda (D-CA) This act awards grants for integrated English Literacy, US 
History and civics education programs, expands funding, establishes the Office of Citizenship and 
Immigrant Integration to form national goals, assess and coordinate policies, and assist with other 
efforts related to new Americans. Establishes a tax credit for employer-provided adult English literacy 
and basic education programs and establishes the Presidential Award for Business Leadership in 
promoting United States Citizenship to recognize businesses and other organizations, and a citizen 
award program to recognize naturalized citizens who have made an outstanding contribution to the 
United States.

- H.R. 4541 Save Teachers of Adults from Paying out of Their Livelihood for Education Resources 
(STAPLER) Act of 2016. Introduced by Rep. Dan Beyer (D-VA)  The bill amends the IRS code to include 
individuals who provide adult education for at least 250 hours in a taxable year in the definition of 
?eligible educator? for the purposes of the $250 tax deduction allowed to such educators for their 
education related costs.

- H.R. 4643 Families Learning and Understanding Together Act of 2016-Introduced by Rep. Raul Grijalva 
(D-AZ). Authorizes the Department of Education to make grants to providers of family literacy services 
in order to improve the literacy and English skills of limited English proficient individuals who are 
parents or children in families where each parent is at least age 16 and one child is under age 8. 

On the Hill, I met with Legislative Assistants 
from Senator Murphy?s office, Congressman John 
Larson?s office, and with a Legislative Correspondent 
from Senator Blumenthal?s office.  With each meeting 
having lasted between 30-40 minutes, all three were 
knowledgeable about education and ELs.  One was a 
former teacher and one a teacher?s daughter (from 
Danbury, CT).  They were welcoming, positive, and 
interested in the concerns presented. Topics 
discussed included advocacy work by TESOL 
International and Conn TESOL, pre-K funding, ESSA, 
immigration reform, current proposed legislation, 
testing reform, and the CT Biliteracy seal. 

Maggie Stevens-Lopez (ConnTESOL Chair) had 
done an outstanding job of preparing a list of 
advocacy efforts from CT, and each office was given 
Maggie?s list, a copy of our Spring ConnTESOL 
newsletter, and a brief snapshot of our EL 
demographics in CT.  They were also given a packet 

of information on ELs' needs and concerns, prepared 
by TESOL International.

A wrap-up dinner was held on Tuesday night 
to share how our days had gone.  I met several 
wonderful folks from around the country and saw 
one of my favorite EL Trainers, Jo Guzman, from 
California.  It was an exciting, exhilarating,  and 
productive three days. 

Standing on the Hill for the first time in many 
years, I was struck by the power of government and 
impressed by the accessibility of meeting with our 
congressional delegation.  It is through the power of 
citizens that we can influence our leaders; only if we 
speak up, can our voices be heard.  

I am very grateful to have had the opportunity 
to attend this summit on behalf of ConnTESOL, and 
all CT ELs and their families.

Written by Katherine Feltes
ConnTESOL Board Member

TESOL at Environmental Science Magnet School at 
Mary Hooker, Hartford, CT
Submitted July 15, 2016



Execut ive Commit tee
First  Year Co-Chair: Pam Loh

Second Year Co-Chair: Maggie Stevens Lopez

Recording Secretary: Bradley Manwaring

Treasurer: William Thomas

Membership Secretary: Maria Zampano

Past  Chair: Jocelyn Tamborello-Noble

Representat ives
Adult  Ed. Representat ive: Aileen Halloran

Vocat ional  Educat ion Representat ive: Laura Vega

Bil ingual  Educat ion Representat ive: Vacant

IEP Representat ive: Meg Cooney

Community Col lege Representat ive: Vacant

Eastern Teacher Ed. Representat ive: Vacant

Elementary Ed. Co-Representat ive: Violeta Kovaci & Susan Miller

Higher Ed. Representat ive: Vacant  

Secondary Educat ion Representat ive:  Vacant

Members-at-Large: David Bruno, Elizabeth Tavares,

Mitch Grayson, Glorianne Rusate, Katherine Feltes

Appointed Posit ions
CT Council  of  Language Teachers Liaison:Dorothy Mulford

CT State Department of  Educat ion Representat ive: Megan Alubicki Flick

CT Administ rators of  Programs for ELLs Liaison: Sally Vernaglia

Student  Representat ive: Vacant

Newslet ter Co-Editors: Joshua Giannone & Mitch Peterson

Webmaster: Jennie Farnell

Advocacy Representat ive: Violeta Kovaci

2015-2016 CONNTESOL BOARD MEMBERS
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ConnTESOL is looking forward to having all vacant positions f il led.  Are you interested? 

If  so, please submit your name, district, and position to ConnTESOL@Gmail.com, with the 
Subject l ine "ConnTESOL Board."

http://www.conntesol.org/board/
http://www.conntesol.org/board/
http://www.conntesol.org/board/
http://www.conntesol.org/board/
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If you would like to have your professional work, book reviews, 
suggested strategies, lesson plans, etc. featured in The ConnTESOL 
Quarterly, please submit your work to conntesol@gmail.com with 
the subject "Newletter Article."

Your   AD Here
I f  you're interested in advertising in The ConnTESOL 

Quarterly, 
please contact conntesol@gmai l .com, subject l ine: 

advertising.
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Quarterly, 
please contact conntesol@gmai l .com, subject l ine: 

advertising.
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