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Through the Eyes of a New TESOL Educator 

     Estephanie Kosinski is a recent graduate from 

Southern Connecticut State University with a 

Master Degree in Teaching English as a Second 

Language.  Her family moved to the United 

States from Puerto Rico when she was very 

young.  “I also had to learn a second language, 

and experiencing the struggle of having to learn 

a new language without very much help from 

your parents, because they don’t know the lan-

guage very well either, helps me connect with my 

students,” she shared.  Estephanie has such a 

passion for the TESOL field because she was an 

English Language Learner, and she wants to 

help make their process a little easier by support-

ing them along the way.  “I want to motivate stu-

dents with my own story by saying, I did this, and 

you can do it too,” she said. 
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     Estephanie wants to be an advocate for 

English Language Learners.  “You start small 

and then bring it up to higher levels.  I feel 

passionate about using students’ first lan-

guage to teach them a second language.  

Nowadays a lot of our teaching supports mon-

olingualism.  I am a strong supporter of being 

bilingual and supporting that bilingualism,” she 

said.  Estephanie has many Spanish speakers 

in her classroom and also a few who speak 

other languages such as Arabic.     

“Teaching a second language is  
becoming essential for all districts 
now, not just the urban districts.”  

     She shared that when she first started 

teaching, the school wanted her to use Eng-

lish as the primary language in the classroom. 

However, she started to notice that incorporat-

ing the students’ first language allowed them 

to make connections between both languages 

and achieve a great conceptual understanding 

of the subjects she was teaching them.  While 

she is fluent in Spanish, she uses translators 

to communicate with students of other native 

languages and their families.  She also tries to 

find cognates between English and their na-

tive language, and even connects the different 

native languages, such as Spanish and Ara-

bic, to each other whenever possible.  By do-

ing this, she makes students’ communication 

with each other a little easier as well. 

     When asked where she thinks more sup-

port could be provided to new TESOL instruc-

tors, she said, “Learning a second language 

takes a large amount of effort and time from 

the students.  There is no black and white way 

to encourage someone to learn a new lan-

guage,”.  Some districts have newcomer pro-

grams set in place for students , but there are 

many, including her own, that do not.  She be-

lieves sharing strategies to help motivate stu-

dents at various levels of language acquisition 

could provide them with that extra push they 

need to increase their proficiency. 

 

If anyone is interested in reaching out to 

Estephanie about employment opportunities, 

she can be reached at kosinskie1@gmail.com 
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      Estephanie has a Bachelor of Arts in Ele-

mentary Education, Bilingual Education certifi-

cation, and her most recent Master Degree in 

TESOL.  Currently, she teaches English lan-

guage development in New Britain public 

schools.  When asked why she became inter-

ested in earning her TESOL certification, she 

said, “Knowing we can empower students to 

learn English as their second language is 

what’s important to me.  Teaching that second 

language is becoming essential for all districts 

now, not just the urban districts.”  She also 

shared that she has students in her classroom 

from various backgrounds which makes her 

unable to only use Spanish and English for 

instructional purposes. She wanted to learn 

more about the methods and supports she 

could provide to her students with various 

needs. 
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     Eloy Jaramillo began teaching English 

learners (EL) at Norwalk High School in 2002 

under a Durational Shortage Area Permit 

while completing the Alternate Route to Certi-

fication program to earn his Bilingual Math 

certification.  After one year, he moved to Har-

ding High School in Bridgeport, CT as a bilin-

gual mathematics teacher and has been 

teaching there for fourteen years.  Come Sep-

tember of 2017, he will be teaching 7
th
 grade 

bilingual students at Cesar A. Batalla school in 

Bridgeport, CT.  During his 15 years as an ed-

ucator, he has fervently continued to profes-

sionally develop by acquiring his second mas-

ters in Bilingual Education and earning multi-

ple certifications such as TESOL, administra-

tion, and most recently the Project BeGLAD 

TnT certification.  He believes strongly in 

keeping abreast of recent research-based 

strategies to provide the best EL instruction 

for his students, and increase their English 

Language Proficiency levels and academic 

achievements.  

     He  originally became a bilingual instruct-  

Member Highlight: Eloy Jaramillo 

tor geared towards Latino students because 

he not only knows Spanish, but is Latino him-

self.  Teaching in both languages came natu-

rally to him.  As the years progressed, stu-

dents of other nationalities such as Vietnam-

ese and Arabic joined his bilingual class-

room.  He could not speak to these students in 

Spanish, and he knew he needed to learn 

TESOL instructional strategies to reach them 

as well.  

     Eloy joined ConnTESOL in hopes that it 

could help him learn more about the EL frame-

work process that included experts in the field, 

teachers, students and parents.  He was se-

lected as ConnTESOL’s 1
st
 year co-chair in 

October 2016.  He looks forward to using his 

first career’s business skills in marketing and 

technology to amplify ConnTESOL’s voice in 

extending awareness and attracting new 

members within the state of Connecticut.  He 

enjoys learning more from each of the board 

members due to their various background ex-

periences and is excited to work with them to 

learn more of ConnTESOL’s successes.  
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     Violeta Kovaci started her career as an 

English Teacher in Albania after graduating 

from the University of Tirana.   After moving to 

the US, she continued her teaching career with 

Hartford Public Schools.  At the same time, 

Violeta received her M.A. in Education from St. 

Joseph University.  Years later, she received 

her second M.A. in Holistic Thinking from The 

Graduate Institute.   

     Violeta’s love of teaching continues to in-

spire her students in her classes at Hartford 

Public High School, Law and Government 

Academy.  She was named Teacher of the 

Year for 2017 for Law and Government for the 

second time in her career at Hartford Public 

Schools.  

      Violeta Kovaci has been a board member 

of CONN TESOL for over 7 years.    

Teachers of the Year 

     William Conroy has been teaching in Hart-

ford, CT for ten years in various schools such 

as Batchelder, Capital Prep, and McDonough.  

He was inspired to become a teacher by his 

mother who taught ESL, Portuguese, and Mul-

ticultural studies in Bridgeport Public Schools.   

     William received his B.S. in Elementary Ed-

ucation and his M.A. in Curriculum and Instruc-

tion from UCONN’s Neag School of Education.  

He also obtained his TESOL endorsement 

through the ARCTELL program, and is an EL 

Coach for his district. 

     This year, William created a Newcomers’ 

Center at McDonough where, with his team 

members, he supports newly-arrived English 

learners as they acculturate into U.S schooling, 

and gain English skills while increasing their 

confidence and content knowledge. 

Congratulations to William Conroy and Violeta Kovaci for being named “Teachers of the 

Year” in Hartford, Connecticut!  We are honored to have two of our own members be 

awarded with such a prestigious title. 
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The two-day workshop for educators of  Stu-

dents with Limited or Interrupted Formal Edu-

cation (SLIFE) occurred on May 3rd and 4th.  

Five of our own ConnTESOL members attend-

ed and stated that it was a very valuable work-

shop.  Below are some of their takeaways from 

the workshop. 

     SLIFE education is not the same as typical 

English Learner (EL) education.  Formal sche-

mata are a very important part of formal educa-

tion in the United States, but are often over-

looked during planning.  This occurs when 

teachers assume students are entering the 

classroom with certain knowledge and experi-

ences that would be considered “typical” for 

their age or area of residence.   

     In the United States, students are condi-

tioned to think academically and complete aca-

demic tasks since early childhood.  Students 

who have not experienced this since early 

childhood are then at a major disadvantage be-

cause they are not necessarily thinking in an 

academic manner.   Therefore, SLIFE educa-

tion is finding a balance between the demands 

of US education and SLIFE learners.  We want 

MALP Workshop 
Adapted from the notes of Patty Gantenbein, Katarzyna Kwolek, Pedro Mendia, Cristina Ryan, and Elizabeth Tavares 
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to make the unfamiliar, familiar!  

     It is also important to acknowledge that we 

live in a society that is very “text-heavy” and 

depends a lot on written material.  This can 

create a disadvantage for students who have 

not had the amount of consistent formal edu-

cation necessary to interpret the written mate-

rial provided.  Even using visuals can be com-

plex since not all pictures carry the same 

clear meaning for everyone.  It is best to scaf-

fold the written word through oral interactions, 

and make sure that whatever you teach is im-

mediately relevant to your students. 

     Teachers must accept the SLIFE condi-

tions of immediate relevancy and intercon-

nectedness of learning.  This can be in re-

gards to shared responsibility and individual 

accountability, as well as oral and written lan-

guage. Teachers should focus on culturally 

relevant activities with familiar language and 

content, and incorporate contextualized activi-

ties based on academic ways of thinking. 

 

For more information on MALP, visit their  

website:  www.malpeducation.com 

5 

http://malpeducation.com/


     Consider marking your calendars for the 

TESOL 2018 International Convention & English 

Language Expo!  The convention will take place 

in Chicago, Illinois on March 27-30.     

     We have attended the TESOL 2015 Interna-

tional Convention in Toronto, Canada and the 

TESOL 2017 International Convention in Seat-

tle, Washington.   Our experiences have been 

beneficial both professionally and personally.  

Attending these conventions has empowered us 

as teachers and learners. 

     The annual TESOL convention offers English 

teaching professionals from around the world an 

opportunity for professional development 

through exchanging ideas and practices, explor-

ing a wide range of topics and current trends, 

expanding professional networks, reviewing the 

latest professional publications and resources, 

and learning about advocacy efforts in their 

community and across the globe.  Keynote 

speakers at the 2017 convention included Sher-

man Alexie, an author, poet, and screenwriter, 

Guadalupe Valdes, the Bonnie Katz  

TESOL International Convention 
By Violeta Kovaci and Sue Miller 
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Tenenbaum Professor of Education at Stanford 

University, and Sylvia Acevedo, the developer 

of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH) Family En-

gagement Program.  There were also various 

workshops to attend such as the Affiliate Edi-

tor’s Workshop where we discussed ideas relat-

ing from how often publications were printed, 

what information is presented in the newslet-

ters, and successes and struggles in writing the 

newsletters.   

     We highly encourage that TESOL teachers 

from our state consider attending the TESOL 

2018 International Convention in Chicago.   

Attending this conference provides professional 

opportunities to select classes that are relevant 

and of interest to all teachers from pre-k 

through college.  Through explanations and 

demonstrations, participants gain skills and 

build confidence in meeting the challenges of 

teaching.  TESOL 2018, in addition, can be a 

platform to showcase the highlights and 

achievements that we as teachers have accom-

plished and want to share. 
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Follow us to stay up to date on all of the latest ConnTESOL news! 
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Would you like to write an article for our newsletter?   

Email us at conntesol@gmail.com 

Twitter: @conntesol Facebook: ConnTESOL 

New Coaching and Self-Reflection Tool 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Coaching and Self-Reflection Tool for Competency in Teaching English Language Learners is 

aligned to the Connecticut Common Core of Teaching (CCT) Rubric for Effective Teaching 2016.  

The CCT Rubric has four domains: Classroom environment, student engagement and commitment to 

learning (domain 1), planning for active learning (domain 2), instruction for active learning (domain 3), 

and professional responsibilities and teacher leadership (domain 4).  Domains 1 and 3 use evidence 

generally collected through in-class observations, while domains 2 and 4 use evidence generally col-

lected through non-classroom self-reflective reviews of practice.  Each domain has three indicators.  

For each indicator, the Coaching and Self-Reflection Tool provides an explanation for what the indi-

cator is describing, examples of what an observer might witness, and reflective questions that could 

be asked to strengthen competency for the indicator.  This tool is intended for use by, “Connecticut 

administrators, coaches, TEAM mentors, other leaders, and classroom and support teachers”.   

 

To read more about this helpful tool, follow the link below : 

Coaching and Self-Reflection Tool for Competency in  Teaching English Language Learners 

Photo Credit: Connecticut State Department of Education 
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Tech Corner 
By Jennie Farnell 

                                                                   Capti 

Synopsis: Generally, Capti is an excellent text to speech app due to the breadth of resources availa-

ble for synchronization and its ease of use.  This has been one of the most user friendly, and the op-

tion for jumping between text and easily changing speaking speed is exceptionally handy. At times, 

the pronunciation is incorrect on common words, disregarding foreign words or names.  For example, 

“business” is one I’ve noticed consistently mispronounced. This is not a problem for a native speaker, 

usually, but could be confusing for English learners. Fortunately, it’s rare and most often occurs when 

pronunciation distinctly differs from standard English phonetic rules. All in all, Capti is a quite useful 

“on the go” listening app for all users and the ability to see the text highlighted while listening offline 

could be extremely useful to English learners. 
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                                            Meriam Webster ESL Dictionary 

Synopsis: For the price, every learner should have this app. It’s difficult to persuade learners to part 

from their bi-lingual dictionaries; however, usually when they see the benefit of dictionaries written 

specifically for English learners, they are open to using them. However, practically no one is going to 

carry around a paper dictionary in this day and age. For about $5, students are able to obtain an in-

credibly useful resource and teachers may stop banging their heads against the wall trying to avoid 

translations. Highly recommended for all learners.  

Link: http://learnersdictionary.com/ 

Platform: internet, iOS and Android apps  

Cost: internet only – free; iOS and Android app, $4.99 

Age: 10 and up 

Proficiency: beginner and up 

Pros: easy to use; accessible to all levels; inexpensive; personalization options  

Cons: none 

Link: https://www.captivoice.com/capti-site/ 

Platform: Android, iOS, Chromebooks, website 

Cost: limited free account; Premium account $1.99 / month  

Age: high elementary and up 

Proficiency: all levels 

Pros: free account provides a lot of resource options; easy to use with almost no learning 

curve; easy to navigate; accessibly offline; education account available (fee-based) 

Cons: pronunciation sometimes a bit off; syncing between other applications requires signing 

into each account every time you sync; sharing articles often cuts off the website link. 

http://learnersdictionary.com/
https://www.captivoice.com/capti-site/


Proposals Needed! 
 

It’s that time again!  The ConnTESOL Conference, Powers of Language, will take place on Saturday, 

October 14, 2017 at the Sheraton Hartford South.  The keynote speaker is Dr. Gina Barreca, a best-

selling author and speaker who uses humor as a means to discuss the issues surrounding gender, 

power, and politics.   

We are looking for additional presenters for our conference.  A presenter will present a one-hour ses-

sion at the ConnTESOL Conference. The presenter’s name and institution will appear in the program. 

ConnTESOL will communicate with organizers about the status of proposals and session details. Pre-

senters should remain in contact with organizers and vice versa. 

 

Our ConnTESOL Conference is a forum for exchanging information to help our students acquire Eng-

lish Language Proficiency. We welcome innovative presentations from teachers, program administra-

tors, facilitators, and any others who are involved with immigrant, refugee, bilingual or English Learner 

student populations. 

Link: https://rewordify.com/ 

Platform: internet only; formatted for mobile devices  

Cost: Free 

Age: 10 and up 

Proficiency: beginner and up 

Pros: extremely easy to use, free to use with or without an account; works across devices; 

teacher account available; interactive and flexible; self-directed 

Cons: requires active internet / wireless connection to use 

                                                              Rewordify 

Synopsis: It’s an excellent tool for reading which continues to develop useful options. Just enter the 

text that is posing difficulty, and Redwordify will simplify the meaning.  In its original form, it simply pro-

vided easier synonyms. At this point, it’s evolved to a much more powerful tool with the free account 

options, allowing both students and teachers to personalize and track their work. The simplifications 

aren’t perfect, of course, but they’re quite useful especially in content area reading where the goal is 

for students to understand concepts rather than focus on learning English.   
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All proposals must be submitted through our online google form.   

To submit a proposal, click the following link:  Form for Workshop Proposals 

More proposal information, including the submission form, can also be found on our website: 

www.conntesol.org 

Proposal deadline: June 30, 2017 

https://rewordify.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1xZevuSK_dwr8wSKuN8aMZG3d9FLjZJXvuVkrfuz9iSJBVA/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://www.conntesol.org/


Get involved!  It’s never too late to become more active in ConnTESOL. Our ConnTESOL organization 

has vacant positions that may be of interest to you. Please consider joining our  team to support  

Connecticut teachers of English to speakers of other languages. 

CONN TESOL QUARTERLY 
The Connecticut Affiliate of the National TESOL Association 

Executive Committee 

First Year Co-Chair: Eloy Jaramillo 

Second Year Co-Chair: Pam Loh 

Recording Secretary: Bradly Manwaring 

Treasurer: William Thomas 

Membership Secretary: Meg Cooney 

Past Chair: Maggie Stevens Lopez 

 

Representatives 

Adult Education Representative: Aileen Halloran 

Advocacy Representative: Violeta Kovaci 

Bilingual Education Representative: VACANT 

Community College Representative: VACANT 

CT State Department of Education Representative: Megan Alubicki Flick 

Elementary Education Representatives: Katherine Feltes and Susan Miller 

Higher Education Representative: Barbara McCleary 

IEP Representative: VACANT 

Secondary Education Representative: Violeta Kovaci 

Student Representative: VACANT 

Teacher Education Representative: Joy Jo 

Vocational Education Representative: Laura Vega 

 

Liaisons: 

CT Administrators of Programs for ELLs Liaison: Sally Vernaglia 

CT Council of Language Teachers Liaison: Dorothy Mulford 

LASeRS Liaison: Jessie Lavorgna 

 

Appointed Positions 

Newsletter Editor: Christina Jaramillo 

Social Media Specialist: Billy Conroy 

Webmaster: Jennie Farnell 

ConnTESOL      Email us: ConnTESOL@gmail.com 

PO Box 4108       

Hamden, CT 06514    Visit us on the web: www.conntesol.org 

CONTACT US: 
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